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the New Testament, however, he adds that the .word
never occurs in the sense of a doctrine, but only in
that of a statute or decree. Dogma, according to
Neander, does not form an original part of Christianity,
It is derived and secondary. The essence of Chris-
tianity does not consist in a system of ideas, but in a
tendency of the inner life. < The pearl of Christianity
is a hidden life in God, consisting neither in dogmas,
nor ideas, nor ceremonies.3 In this case a history of
dogmas would be a history of human opinions, not
necessarily true, and very probably untrue. The
words of Hagenbach correspond to those of JSTeander.
cJesus,' he says, 'was not the author of dogmatic
theology, but the author and finisher of our faith j not
the founder of a sect, but emphatically the founder of
religion, and of the . Church.' The Lutheran theo-
logian, Martensen, on the other hand, maintains that
a dogma is not an opinion, nor even an ascertained
truth, but a truth resting on faith, and c derived from
the authority of the Word and Eevelation of God.?
This is the old Protestant definition, while Neander
and Hagenbach represent the view with which it is
in conflict. Mr. Liddon starts with the impossibility
of separating between faith and dogma; the latter
being simply identical with the thing believed. This
is true in itself; but Mr. Liddon's argument is beside
the question, which is not the impossibility of sepa-
rating between religion and theology, but whether any
given system of articles to be believed can be proved
to have authority. Mr. Garbett, in the main, agrees
with Mr. Liddon. He defines dogma as positive
truth positively asserted. This, Mr. Garbett says, is